
� y Brothers: 
 
Please come to the July Stated Meeting if you can 
possibly make it. We will be discussing and voting 
on a proposed dues increase. We need your input 
and suggestions concerning this very important 
matter. The proposal was sent to all of you for 
your review and consideration several weeks ago.  
 
We now need to take an action on this matter. For 
any change to take place it requires a 2/3 majority 
vote of the members present, so the decisions are 
up to our members. 
 
The Lodge officers are always open to any discus-
sion or suggestions concerning any Lodge busi-
ness. 
 
Now to bring you up to date on what else is hap-
pening at our lodge. The bronze plaque acknowl-
edging our first lodge in Susana Park has been 
given to the city for placement. We spent some 
time discussing how to best vandal-proof it.   
 
The Prince Hall visit did not happen – we were not 
told when the degree would take place.  

 
The “Friend to Friend” eve-
ning was less than spectacu-
lar. Our officers and Pegg 
showed up to support our 
guests, but we outnumbered 
them by far. Thanks all for 
the support. 
 
We just initiated two new 
brothers; Tony Lozoya, and 

Fred Hillary. Both have already come to the 
Lodge to assist – Welcome Brothers. During the 
month of July we will also be ini-
tiating two more men into our 
Lodge. On June 17th we raised 
Brother Chris Manzi to the sub-
lime degree of master mason. His 
Father and Grandfather came 
from back east for the event. 
 
Don’t forget that our annual golf 
tournament is scheduled for July 24th, with dinner 
afterwards. Brother Gary Ligget will fill us in.  

 
The Fourth of July parade is 
coming up. We will meet at 
the Lodge at 8:30am, walk to 
the staging area, and then 
march in the Parade. We 
need a lot of brothers so that 
we can show the vitality of 
our lodge. 

 
Both the traveling degree hotel reservations (at 
the 1850’s hotel) and the Grand Lodge education 
course deadlines are the 2nd of July. If you want 
to participate you need to sign up now. Several of 
us are going to the Masonic Formation class so 
will be carpooling, come join us. 
 
The fourth floor finely got the air condition put in 
so that we don’t roast this summer, thanks to 
Worshipful Ron Hollis and Brother Curtis Epps – 
great job guys. 
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See page 2 
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We had a great turnout in June for a 
presentation by Adam Kendall, PM on 
the topic of the KKK's effort to infil-
trate Freemasonry in the 1920s.  The 
topic created quite a stir as many of us 
were unaware of any historical con-
nection between the two organiza-
tions.  However, the decade following 
WWI saw a revived KKK that por-
trayed itself as law-abiding patriots 
dedicated to the preservation of the 
"American way of life".  Underlying 
this innocuous phrase was an ethos of 
anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism and 
anti-immigrant sentiment.  Klan lead-
ership targeted Masonic Lodges, made 
up of primarily white Anglo males, as 
a prestigious and growing organization 
ripe for the picking.  The Klan preyed 
on insecurities brought on by the war, 
unprecedented immigration, and fears 
of papal loyalty; and many Masons, 

sympathetic to their cause, proudly declared 
their allegiance to both organizations.  As 
Klan influence spread it was not uncommon 
for Lodges to allow Klan meetings as well 
as other activities to take place in their 
buildings. 
 
This relationship caused severe divisiveness 
within Masonry as well as some very bad 
PR outside of the fraternity.  The Masonic 
leadership in many states, including Califor-
nia, alarmed at this growing association, 
attempted to distance Freemasonry from the 
Klan with varying degrees of success.  
Eventually, the KKK imploded under its 
own corruption and scandals and by the end 
of the decade its members numbered only in 
the thousands. 
I think that the lesson we must take from 
this episode is that, while every brother is 

free to associate as his own 
conscience dictates, it is our collective 
duty to focus our efforts on the true and 
tested Masonic principals of universal 
brotherly love, relief, and truth and in so 
doing, protect the fraternity from outside 
forces that may from time to time attempt 
to manipulate us for their own purposes. 
 
On a lighter note...at the request of the 
brethren, our July education night will be 
held Tuesday the 13th and will feature an 
open forum/round table discussion on 
whatever topics are on your mind.  So, 
bring your own food and drink and join us 
for an evening of lively conversation.  
(Master Masons only please). 
 
And finally, a reminder that the last Ma-
sonic Formation Certification Class will 
be held in Pleasanton on July 12th.  Dead-
line for signup is July 2nd.    

The June stated meeting dinner consisted of BBQ 
chicken, Georgia peach salad, green beans with a vinai-
grette dressing, and country potato salad.  We had a nice 
refreshing desert of ice cream and berry syrup.   The 
dinner was fan-tas-tic prepared by Karen Kindla and 
Mary Wiessenberger, thank you for stepping in.  As al-
ways a thanks to our clean up crew, The Boy Scouts. 
 
Our annual fundraiser for “The bags for kids”,  pancake 
breakfast on the 12th came with a lot of good fixings.  
Thank you so much again to the Bartzi’s for cooking a 
great meal.  I’m sorry to say we didn’t have as good a 
turnout as in previous years.   This is for our children 

and grand children please make �����
�

Our new EA’s   Tony (L), Fred (R) 

sure you attend next year, and bring the whole 
family. 
 
My wife and I were not able to attend the day at 
the races but heard it was a lot of fun. 
 
We hope that all you Fathers enjoyed a nice day 
with your family and friends. 
 
Mark your calendar for the 4th of July Parade.  
We would like to have as many officers as possi-
ble so please join in.  July 4th is mine and Shari’s 
wedding anniversary,  if she can let me join… in 

�

 

Martinez John Muir DeMolay continues working to be-
come a full-fledged chapter. We recently traveled to 
American Canyon to play paintball. We had a couple of 
prospective members join us, and everyone had a great 
time. We are still looking for members. If you know of a 
young man who would enjoy learning about leadership, 
community service, public speaking, and paintball and 
other fun activities, we would love to meet him. Call 
Kevin Conyers at 925-285-4291. Also, if you have ideas 
about how to get the word out about DeMolay, we’re all 
ears. We meet every first and third Wednesday at 7 pm 
at Martinez Lodge.  Thank you! 
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Richard  (Dick) Hixson       Master   (925) 521-0288    Dick@Hixsonphoto.com 

       (925) 935-6033    work #  

Joe Huff                 Senior Warden   (925) 229-4839    ckay97@aol.com 

Ron Bryce     Junior Warden    (925) 372-5639    shari.bryce@att.net 

Bill Peterson             Treasurer    (925) 228-5716 

John Beringer              Secretary    (925) 933-7494 
Bill Bermudez     Senior Deacon     (415) 367-5244 

Craig Bartzi     Junior Deacon     (925) 427-6669  

Bill Heath                Chaplin     (925) 932-4666  

Gary Ligget    Senior Steward    (925) 256-9552 

Bruce Weissenberger    Junior Steward   (925) 934-0714 

Oscar Antonio              Marshall     (510) 256-4739 

Mike Ard      Tyler   (925) 228-9090  

Larry Ard    Officers Coach     (925) 228 9090 

Inspector 301st Masonic District 

Joseph  M. Wies   (925) 439-0993 

Jesse Green……………...Building Manager      (925) 372-0729 
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porting our guys for the 4th of July Parade 
in downtown Martinez. The parade begins 
at 10:00 am that day. 
 
July 24th is the Golf Tourna-
ment…..followed by a BBQ at the home 
of the Liggetts. 
Happy 4th to all. 
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Last month, June, we had one of our 
annual social events, The “Day at the 
Races”. We had a good turnout with 
26 attending. Fun was had by all and 
hopefully we will have a photo next 
month. 
 
This month and August we will be 
handing out flyers for our August Din-
ner Play. Save the date August 28th. 
July looks to be a quiet month for the 
Crafty Ladies. We will start out sup-
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Birthdays 

July 
Hosep Boyadjian     01 
Spike Cryderman     01 
Karl Schaefer      05 
Russ Pitkin      07 
Ronald Hollis Sr     11 
Alexander Harrington        13 
Bill Bermudez      14 
Mike Menesini      16 
Robert Sparacino     16 
Iido Velino      16 
Richard Hanson      18 
Victor Self      19 
Bill Heath      24 
John Sparacino      25 
Ron Beringer      25 
Don Beringer      25 
Wayne Pope      29 
Richard Bailey      31 
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Tony Lozoya 

�

Tony was born, and grew up at Fort 
Bliss Tx., an Army base. 
He graduated from the U. of Texas 
with a degree in engineering. 
Tony has worked all over the east 
coast, and is now in Martinez. 
He has a wife, Vivian and two chil-
dren. 
Tony teaches adult trade school and 
is into motor cross. 

Our newest 
Master Mason 

 
Chris Manzi 

With his father 
and grandfather 
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Martinezlodge41.org 

Ben Franklin’s Corner 

 Well done is better 
Than well said 
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Pre Stated  
Mtg 

Stated Meeting 
6:30 pm 

   Bowling 
Paddock 

bowl Mas Formation 
committee 

MF Dscn 2nd 
         Masonic 
Education 6:30 

DeMolay 

DeMolay Practice 7pm Practice 7pm 

1st Deg  7pm Practice 7pm 

OES 

OES 

Setup  6:30 

Golf 
Turnament 

Parade Lodge Mgt 
courses 

 MF Dscn 1st 

2nd Deg 7pm 

Practice 7pm 

OES 


